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The Adventures of Two Peace Corps Volunteers
Qu’est-ce que c’est passé ?
As we sit and write this, we find ourselves in Baltimore, about to start the next
chapter, graduate school. We are back in the US, have successfully completed our
25 month Peace Corps assignment, and are thoroughly enjoyed some family time.
Our last six months in Cameroon were a whirlwind! We took a mini vacation and
spent a week in Lobeke National Park, a WWF park located in the extreme east
region of the country. We spent the days hiking, camping, and animal spotting.
The park is located 3 days travel time away from our home in Nkongsamba, and it
was quite the adventure in the jungle!
Mollie’s pig project started in January and successfully ended in late May. She
worked with a local farmer to run a project that taught unemployed youth how to
raise pigs for a living, while teaching business classes and HIV/AIDS prevention
education. She loved working with the youth an developing a sustainable project
that will enable 10 youth per year to run and manage their own small enterprises.
Shaun finished the school year teaching his four computer science classes as
Fultang Bilingual High School. The kids enjoyed learning the theory of computer
science and were so excited when he brought in real computers for practical
lessons! He was able to secure 4 new computers for the school that the students
will be able to use in the upcoming school year.
Together, we completed a world map project at the school. Thanks to the
support of friends and family back home, we painted a large world map and separate Africa map in the school’s cafeteria. Given that the school is bilingual, the
world map is labeled in English and the Africa map is labeled in French. It was
quite the project, but, the staff and students enjoyed the final product. A big
thanks to all those who contributed!
It was difficult to say goodbye to our neighborhood after 2 years. We miss all of
our market mama’s, our vendors, eating spaghetti omelets a few times a week,
spending the afternoon with our neighbors, and all of our other friends. Most of
all, we will miss all of ‘our’ kids. Our clan was constantly in our daily lives;
between playing soccer in our yard, greeting us on their way home from school,
and always making us laugh, we will miss those little ones. We are trusting that
they’ll continue to grow up into happy and healthy adults, who will remember the
one time they had a white auntie and uncle!
As difficult as it is to sum up 2 years in the Peace Corps, it was quite the ride. We
are thankful to both be starting graduate school on the east coast and are looking
forward to being closer to family.
Until next time Cameroon, nous sommes ensemble.
From Top: Us with good friends and work partners, Justin & Florence on Women’s Day, the pig project, in Lobeke National Park,
the world map project, and lastly, us in front of the crater lakes which were a 3 hour hike from our house.

